mosques at Ramlah and Gaza in Egypt
the latter originally being the Church o
St. John, built in Norman-Sicilian style
In this style the simple-pointed anc
horse-shoe arches, engaged or detached col-
umns with capitals of stiff foliage, strike as
familiar motives to a student of Islamic
Architecture. This is due to the fact that
this style is the result of Gothic art reared
during its infancy under the care of the
Saracenic art of Sicily. Except for the
churches that were converted into mos-
ques, the influence of the Crusaders hardly
appears in the religious buildings of Salah
ud-Din and his immediate successors, the
only exception being the porch of the
Mosque of Al-Aqsa at Jerusalem.

^The history of the Holy
War of 1187-1192 A.D. is the record of
one conquest after another by Salah ud-
Din Ayyubi and the crushing defeat of
the Crusaders. In other words, on one
hand it is the manifestation of the colossal
energy of a single man of not so robust
health, against the combined forces of all
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